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ﬁ;s COUNTY TOWN OR VICINITY
West Virginia Kanawha Charleston
HISTORIC NAME OF STRUCTURE (INCLUDE SOURCE FOR NAME) HABS ND.
West Virginia Capitol . Wv=-217
SECONDARY OR COMMON NAMES OF STRUCTURE
State Capitol '

COMPLETE ADDRESS (DESCRIBE LOCATION FOR RURAL SITES)

1800 Washington Street, East, Cha:.ieston, Kanawha County, West Virginia

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION ARCHITECT (3) C(INCLUDE SOURCE) .
Cass Gilbert, FATA (1858-1934) & Cass Gilbert, Jr.

1924-1925 (west wing), 1826-1927 feast oo S0 = " 1o ﬁ les of Democ ra% L PP 221222
%GN&FICANCE iARCHITECTU_RAL AND EISTORICAL,

e last in the long series of domed beaux-arts state capitols built in America, this late wor!
of the distinguished architect Cass Gilbert, assisted by his son, is notable for its restraine
neo—classical style and the majestic scale of its Renaissance dame. It equals the best of the

state capitols in the quality of its materials and workmanship, Always used as capitol.

%‘ﬁw ! APPROPP MTE | with Renaissance dame.
MATERIAL OF CONSTRUCTION—(INCLUDE STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS)

?ﬁl—fr&m&d structure clad in masonry fronted with Indiana select buff limestone.

IONS OF STRUCTURE (SKETCHED FLOOR PLANS ON SEPARATE PAGES ARE ACCEPTABLE)_
E N0, DIHENSY camposed of central(bulldlng 120" x 558" to which wings about 300' x 60' are . =

attached by one—stoxy hyphens. Three stories above basement. Total height of dame is 292!,
[EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTEIDe center of the north and south Ironts have double octastyle Cbr::.n
thian pedimented porticoes. The center is crowned by a large dame, its drum surrounded by a.
Corinthian annular colonnade and its bell ormamented by gilded trophies between gilded ribs.

The cupola of the dome repeats the drum motif at smaller acale and temminates in a gilded Spll’('
-let supporting an eaglé. The office wings have distyle in antis central pawlmns. The - roofs
INTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE (DESCRIBE FLOOR PLANS, IF NQT SKETCHED)Ar® balustra

The central rotunda, entered from the north and south porticoes, opens east and west to lobble-
leading to the House of Representatives Chamber and the Senate Chamber respectively. ' The Gov-
ernor's suite is at the west end of the ground flcor. There is a ground-floor rotunda below
the main one. The interior is notable for a lavish use of fine marbles and several immense - .

JOR ALTERATIGNS AND ADDITIONS WITH DATES _ crystal chandeliers.

None

PRESENT CONDITION AND USE

Condition exé¢ellent. Used for legislative assemblies, court sess-ions, and govefmiént :

% INFOW 10N _AS APPRO RIATE

3 cila_ng aced on Nati Register of Historic Places on Deocarber 31, 1974. L

Capitol 1s reported to have 333 rooms and to contain 535,000 square feet of spaoe. B

e cost was approximately $10,000,000. R
""'l'

TS O AT R, (1FED P, Ll N, UL A WAL ECTSTEn. SATE Reerrens, & CHArm

itchcock, Henry-Russell & William Seale, Temples of Democracy ~ 'The State Capitols of the USR.

New York: Harcowrt Brace Jovanovich [1976], pp. 271-272. Writers' Program, Work projects Admin-
stration, West Virginia: A Guide to the Mountain State. New York, Oxford U. Press, 1941; pp.

F&!:‘P “'E;g’chrA@Ere'rék T 3% tectural Historian, H.lgtorlc American Buildings DOA31}E12/81
urvey L
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